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           Contact: Betsy Hart, 202-226-8555
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           FUNDING FOR SOUTH DAKOTA

Washington,            DC, April 9, 2009- Today, Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin announced            that the state of South Dakota is the recipient of $580,657 in American            Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funding to assist the state in            implementing a comprehensive immunization program called the Section            317 program. 

“Providing vaccines            to children across South Dakota, particularly those in underserved areas,            will help keep our population healthy and lower health care costs for            all,” Rep. Herseth Sandlin said. “As we seek to provide affordable access            to quality health care, it’s important to emphasize prevention. This            funding helps us in that effort.” 
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           The Section 317 program provides funding for immunization operations            and infrastructure necessary to implement a comprehensive immunization            program at the federal, state, and local levels. ARRA Funds allocated            to the Section 317 program will help existing Section 317 grantees to            acquire and make recommended vaccines available.
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